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and when such house is not so located a sufficient supply of wholesome water shall 
be provided on a part of the lot where it will not be contaminated from water-closets, 
barns, garbage, or other sources of impurity. 

Sec. 9. Every building used as a tenement, lodging, or boarding house shall be 
furnished with adequate and suitable privy vaults or water-closets. There shall 
be at least one such closet or vault for every two apartments of three rooms, or less, 
each, and one such closet or vault for every apartment of four or more rooms. The 
vaults, privies, or water-closets in or belonging to any tenement, boarding, or lodg- 
ing house located on premises abutting on any street or alley through which there 
is a sewer with which connection may be had shall be connected with such sewer 
by the owners, lessees, or agents of such property, whenever so required by an order 
of the board of health . In every tenement, lodging, or boarding house having running 
water and a sewer connection, and which is three or more stories in height, the water- 
closets required for the occupants of the third and higher stories shall be located 
on or above the third floor of such house. Every bathroom or water-closet com- 
partment in a tenement, lodging, or boarding house shall be ventilated by an out- 
side window, or a window opening upon a vent shaft, or by a separate ventilating 
flue, of noncorroding material and at least 36 square inches in area, leading directly 
to the roof; and every such bathroom. or water-closet compartment, not otherwise 
sufficiently lighted, shall be provided with light from an adjoining room or rooms 
by means of translucent glass, of adequate size, in a fixed sash. 

Sec. 10. Dark and poorly ventilated public halls in tenement, lodging, or boarding 
houses shall be remedied in such manner as is deemed practicable and ordered by the 
board of health. No room in a tenement, lodging, or boarding house shall be used 
as a sleeping room unless it has an outside window or is provided with a sash window 
opening into an adjoining room, in the same apartment, having an outside window, 
which sash window shall be a vertically sliding, pulley-hung sash, both halves of 
which shall be so constructed as to open readily, and the lower half shall be glazed with 
translucent glass. The walls of any court, shaft, hall, or room shall be whitewashed 
or painted a light color whenever, m the opinion of the board of health, such white- 
washing or painting iB needed for the better lighting of any room, hall, or water-closet 
compartment. 

Sec. 11. The provisions of this act shall apply to and be in force in all cities and 
boroughs only. It shall be the duty of the board of health of each city or borough 
to enforce the provisions of this act, and such board of health is hereby given authority 
for such purpose. All duties imposed and powers conferred by this act upon boards 
of health shall devolve upon the health authority of each city or borough by whatever 
name such health authority may be known. 

Sec. 12. Every person who shall violate or assist in violating, or shall fail to comply 
with, any of the provisions of this act or any legal order of a board of health made 
under any of such provisions shall be fined not more than $200, or imprisoned not 
more than 60 days, or both; and every person who shall continue to violate or assist 
in violating, or who shall continue to fail or refuse to comply with, any of the pro- 
visions of this act, after having been convicted of violating or assisting ia violating 
any of said provisions, or of failing to comply therewith, shall, upon a subsequent 
conviction, be imprisoned not more than six months. The county health officer of 
the county or the prosecuting authorities of the city or borough shall have power to 
prosecute for any such offense. 

Assistant Registrars — Repealing Section 1856 op the General Statutes — An 
Act Approved September 5, 1911, Chapter 236. 

Section 1856 of the general statutes concerning assistant registrars is hereby repealed 

The Tenement-House Act — An Act Approved September 12, 1911, Chapter 241 . 

Section 1. Chapter 178 of the public acts of 1905 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

"This act may be cited as the tenement-house act, and its provisions shall apply to 
all cities and boroughs, except its provisions concerning water-closets, which provisions 
shall apply to all cities and boroughs which have a water supply and a sewer system." 

Sec. 2. Certain words used in this act are defined, for the purposes of this act, as 
follows: (1) A tenement house is any house or ^building, or portion thereof, which, if 
rented, leased, let, or hired out, to be occupied, or is arranged or designed to be occu- 
pied, or is occupied as the home or residence of three families or more, living inde- 
pendently of each other, and doing their cooking upon the premises, and having a 
common right in the halls, stairways, or yards. (2) A yard is an open unoccupied 
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space on the same lot with a tenement house, between the extreme rear line of the 
house and the rear line of the lot. (3) A court is an open unoccupied space, other 
than a yard, on the same lot with a tenement house; a court not extending to the street 
or yard is an inner court; a court extending to the street or yard is an outer court; if it 
extends to the street it is a street court; if it extends to the yard it is a yard court. 
(4) A public hall is a hall, corridor, or passageway not within an apartment. (5) A 
basement is a story partly, but not more than one-half, below the level of the grade. 
(6) A cellar is a story more than one-half below the level of the grade. (7) The word 
"shall" is mandatory and not directory, and denotes that the house shall be main- 
tained in all respects according to the mandate, as long as it continues to be a 
tenement house. (8) In determining the number of stories in a tenement house, a 
basement or an attic shall be counted as a story if it is occupied or designed to be 
occupied for living purposes. 

Sec. 3. No tenement house hereafter erected shall occupy more than 90 per cent of 
a corner lot, or more than 75 per cent of any other lot less than 60 feet in depth, or 
more than 70 per cent of any other lot 60 feet or more in depth: Provided, That the 
space occupied by fire escapes shall not be deemed a part of the lot occupied. For the 
purposes of this section the measurements shall be taken at the ground level, except 
that where such a building has no basement, and the cellar ceiling is not more than 3 
feet above the grade level, the measurements as to the percentage of the lot occupied 
may be taken at the level of the second tier of beams. The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to a tenement house hereafter erected running through from one street 
to another street: Provided, That the lot on which such house is situated does not 
exceed 100 feet in depth. When a corner lot is more than 40 feet in width, that part 
of such lot which is in excess of said 40 feet shall conform to the requirements of this 
section regarding a lot which is not a corner lot. 

Sec. 4. Behind every tenement house hereafter erected, unless the house extends 
through from one street to another street, there shall be a yard extending across the 
entire width of the lot and, at every point open, from the ground to the sky unob- 
structed; but fire escapes or uninclosed outside stairs may project not over 6 feet from 
the rear line of the house. The depth of said yard, measured from the extreme rear 
wall of the house to the rear line of the lot, shall be as set forth in sections 5 and 6 of 
this act. 

Sec. 5. Except upon a corner lot, the depth of the yard behind every tenement 
house hereafter erected, two stories in height, shall be not less than 11 feet in every 
part; and such yard shall be increased in depth 1 foot for every additional story above 
two stories in the height of the building. 

Sec. 6. The depth of the yard behind every tenement house hereafter erected upon 
a corner lot shall be not less than 10 feet in every part: Provided, That where such lot 
is less than 100 feet in depth, the depth of the yard may be not less than 10 per cent of 
the depth of such lot, but shall never be less than 7 feet in every part nor less than 
the minimum width of an outer court on the lot line as prescribed by section 8. Where 
a tenement house hereafter erected on a corner lot has no basement, and the cellar 
ceiling is not more than 3 feet above the grade level, said yard may start at the level 
of the second tier of beams. Where a corner lot is more than 40 feet in width, the 
yard for that portion in excess of 40 feet shall conform to the provisions of section 5 
of this act. 

Sec. 7. No court of a tenement house hereafter erected shall be covered by a roof 
or skylight, but every such court shall be at every point open from the ground to the 
sky unobstructed. 

Sec. 8. Where one side of an outer court is situated on the lot line, the width of 
such court measured from the lot line to the opposite wall of the building, for tenement 
houses hereafter erected, shall be not less than 4 feet in any part, for houses two stories 
in height, and for every additional story above the two stories in the height of such 
building such width shall be increased 1 foot throughout the entire height of such 
court; but this requirement shall not prevent a building from approaching nearer the 
Lot line: Provided, That no room in the building obtains its light or ventilation from 
windows opening upon such narrower court. 

Sec. 9. Where an outer court is situated between wings or parts of the same building, 
or between different buildings on the same lot, the width of such court, measured 
from wall to wall, for tenement houses hereafter erected two stories in height, shall 
be not less than 8 feet in any part, and for every additional story above two stories 
in the height of such building such width shall be increased 2 feet throughout the 
entire height of such court. 

Sec. 10. Where one side of an inner court is situated on the lot line the width of 
such court, measured from the lot line to the opposite wall of the building, for tenement 
houses hereafter erected two stories in height, shall be not less than 5 feet in any part, 
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and the other horizontal dimension shall be not less than 10 feet in any part, and for 
every additional story above two stories in the height of such building such width 
shall be increased 18 inches throughout the entire height of such court and the other 
horizontal dimension shall be increased 3 feet throughout the entire height of such 
court. 

Sec. 11. Where an inner court is not situated upon the lot line, but is inclosed on 
all four sides, the least horizontal dimension of such court, for tenement houses here- 
after erected two stories in height, shall be not less than 10 feet, and for every addi- 
tional story above two stories in the height of such building such court shall be 
increased 3 feet in each horizontal dimension throughout the entire height of such 
court. 

Sec. 12. Every inner court shall be provided with one or more horizontal intakes 
at the bottom. Such intakes shall always communicate directly with the street or 
yard, and shall consist of a passageway of not less than 10 square feet in area, which 
shall be left open, or if not open there shall be provided in such passageway open 
grilles or transoms, and such open grilles or transoms shall not be covered over by 
glass or otherwise. 

Sec. 13. Nothing contained in the foregoing sections concerning outer and inner 
courts shall be construed as preventing windows at the angles of such courts, provided 
that the running length of the wall containing such windows does not exceed 6 feet. 
Offsets or recesses in outer or inner courts may be made, provided that the width of 
such offsets or recesses shall in every case be equal to or greater than the depth. 
When a tenement house hereafter erected has no basement, the courts mentioned in 
the preceding sections may start at the level of the second tier of beams, and if no 
part of the first story of such building is designed to be or is used for the purposes of a 
dwelling the first story of the building may be omitted in computing the number of 
stories for the purposes of this act. No portion of land lying between two tenement 
houses shall be counted as any part of the required court or yard space of more than 
one building. 

Sec. 14. No tenement house shall hereafter be erected upon the rear of a lot where 
there is a tenement house on the front of such lot, nor upon the front of any such lot 
upon the rear of which there is such a tenement house, unless the distance between 
the two tenement houses is at least 30 feet. No tenement house hereafter erected 
shall be over four stories in height unless it is equipped with a passenger elevator. 

Sec. 15. In every tenement house hereafter erected every room, except water- 
closet compartments and bathrooms, shall have at least one window opening directly 
upon the street or upon a yard or court of the same lot, of the dimensions specified in 
sections 4 to 13, inclusive, of this act; and such windows shall be so located as to prop- 
erly light all portions of such rooms and shall have a total area in each room of at least 
one-eighth of the area of the floor of the room. 

Sec 16. In every tenement house hereafter erected all rooms, except water-closet 
compartments and bathrooms, shall be of the following minimum sizes: In each 
apartment there shall be at least one room containing not less than 120 square feet of 
floor area, and each other room shall contain at least 70 square feet of floor area. Each 
room shall be in every part not less than 8 feet 6 inches high from the finished floor to 
the finished ceiling: Provided, That an attic room need be 8 feet 6 inches high in but 
one-half of its area. In interpreting this act alcove rooms shall be considered as 
separate rooms. 

Sec 17. In every tenement house hereafter erected the public hall upon each floor 
shall be provided with a window, or a glazed door, opening to the street, the yard, or 
upon a court of the size prescribed in sections 7 to 13, inclusive, of this act unless the 
hall is within three stories from the roof. In every such tenement house three stories 
or more in height where the public hall upon the third floor from the roof is not provided 
with an outside window or an outside glazed door, there shall be a stair well extending 
from such floor to the roof, such stair well to be at least 12 inches wide over such hall 
and at least 18 inches wide over the hall above. All doors leading from public halls not 
provided with outside windows, and more than two stories below the roof, shall be pro- 
vided with translucent glass panels of an area of not less than 5 square feet for each 
door, or with fixed transoms of translucent glass of an area of not less than 5 square 
feet over each door, or such halls shall be lighted by an equivalent amount of trans- 
lucent glass connecting with a lighted room or rooms. Long; and devious hallways 
shall have such additional provisions as may be necessary to give adequate light, sub- 
ject to the approval of the building inspector. 

Sec. 18. In every tenement house hereafter erected one at least of the windows 
provided to light each public hall or part thereof shall be at least 10 square feet in area, 
measured between the stop beads. In every such house where the public halls upon 
each floor are not provided with windows opening directly to the outer air, there shall 
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be in the roofs, directly over each stair well, a ventilating skylight provided with ridge 
ventilators having a minimum opening of 40 square inches, or such skylight shall be 
provided with fixed or movable louvres; the glazed roof of such skylight shall be not 
less than 20 square feet in area. 

Sec. 19. In every tenement house hereafter erected there shall be a water-closet 
in each apartment of three or more rooms and at least one water-closet for every two 
apartments of less than three rooms each. Each water-closet shall be in a separate 
compartment or bathroom, upon the same floor with the apartment which it accommo- 
dates. Each water-closet compartment or bathroom in any tenement house hereafter 
erected shall have a window opening directly upon the street, a yard, a court, or a vent 
shaft. Every such window shall be of at least 3 square feet in area and shall open freely. 
Every vent shaft in a tenement house hereafter erected shall be constructed of fire- 
proof material; not more than two water-closets or bathrooms shall open upon such a 
shaft on one floor of a tenement house, and no two water-closet or bathroom windows 
opening upon such shaft on the same floor shall be opposite each other. No such vent 
shaft shall be less than 30 inches in either dimension or less than 10 square feet in area. 
If the area of such shaft is less than 12 square feet, every bathroom or water-closet com- 
partment below the upper story, and, if the area is less than 24 square feet, every bath- 
room or water-closet compartment below the second story from the roof, and opening 
into such shaft, shall be provided with additional light through translucent glass win- 
dows of at least 4 square feet in area, connecting with other portions of the tenement. 
Every such vent shaft shall be uncovered, or shall be provided with openings at the 
top equal in total area to the area of the vent shaft, and shall be provided with a hori- 
zontal intake or duct at the bottom communicating with the street or yard or with a 
court; such duct or intake shall be not less than 2 square feet in area, and shall be so 
arranged as to be easily cleaned out. 

Sec. 20. In every apartment of three or more rooms) in a tenement house hereafter 
erected, access to every living room and bedroom and to at least one water-closet 
compartment shall be had without passing through any bedroom. 

Sec. 21. In tenement houses hereafter erected, no room in the cellar or in the 
basement shall be constructed, altered, converted, or occupied for living purposes, 
unless all of the following conditions are complied with: (1) Such room shall be at 
least 8 feet 6 inches high, in every part, from the floor to the ceiling; (2) the ceiling 
of such room shall be at least 4 feet and 6 inches above the surface of the street or 
ground outside of or adjoining the same; (3) all walls surrounding such room shall be 
damp proof; (4) the floor of such room shall be damp proof and waterproof. 

Sec. 22. The floor of the cellar or the lowest floor of every tenement house shall be 
water tight, and the cellar ceiling shall be plastered, except where the first floor above 
the cellar is constructed of iron beams and fireproof filling. 

Sec. 23. No building, not used as a tenement house at the time at which this act 
takes effect, shall be converted to such use unless it complies with the provisions of 
this act in every respect except that the distance between the floors of an existing 
building need not be changed; provided, that every room of such tenement house 
shall measure at least 7 feet 8 inches from the finished floor to the finished ceiling. 

Sec. 24. No tenement house shall be altered or added to so as to diminish the light, 
ventilation, or court or yard spaces existing before such alterations were made, in any 
way not approved by the department or officer charged with the execution of this act, 
or so as to infringe upon the standards set by this act in respect to new buildings; and 
all court or yard spaces adjacent to and under the same ownership with any tenement 
house and required by the standards set by this act in respect to new buildings shall 
be maintained as court and yard spaces so long as the building is maintained as a 
tenement house; and the number of stories of any tenement house shall not be 
increased unless the court and yard spaces adjacent to such house and under the same 
ownership conform to the standards set by this act in respect to new buildings of the 
proposed number of stories. 

Sec. 25. Before the construction or alteration of a tenement house or the alteration 
or conversion of a building for use as a tenement house is commenced, the owner, or his 
agent or architect, shall submit to the building inspector or other local officer author- 
ized to issue building permits, a detailed statement in writing, verified by the affi- 
davit of the person making the same, of the specifications for the construction, and for 
the lighting and ventilation of such tenement house or building, upon a blank or form 
' to be furnished by such officer, and shall also submit a copy of the plans of such work. 
Such statment shall give in full the name and residence, by street and number, of the 
owner or owners of such tenement house or building. If such construction, alteration, 
or conversion is proposed to be made by any other person than the owner of the land in 
fee, such statement shall contain the full name and residence, by street and number, 
not only of the owner of the land , but of every person thus interested in such tenement 
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house. The statements and affidavits herein provided for may be made by the owner, 
or the person who proposes to make the construction, alteration, or conversion, or by 
his agent or architect. No person, however, shall be recognized as the agent of the 
owner unless he shall file with such officer a written instrument signed by such owner, 
designating him as such agent. Such specifications and statements shall be filed with 
such officer and shall be deemed public records, but no such specificartions or state- 
ments shall be removed from the custody of such officer. Such officer shall cause all 
such plans and specifications to be examined, and if such plans and specifications 
conform to the provisions of this act and to the building ordinances and regulations, 
they shall be approved by such officer, and a written certificate to that effect shall be 
issued to the person submitting the same. The officer may, from time to time, approve 
chaages in any plans and specifications previously approved by him: Provided, That 
the plans and specifications when so changed shall be in conformity with law. The 
construction, alteration, or conversion of such tenement house, building, or structure, 
or any part thereof, shall not be commenced until the filing of such specifications, 
plans, and statements, and the approval thereof, as above provided. 

Sec. 26. No building hereafter constructed as, or altered into, a tenement house 
shall be occupied, in whole or in part, for human habitation until the issuance of a 
certificate by the officer aforesaid that such building conforms in all respects to the 
requirements of this act. Such certificate shall be issued within 10 days after written 
application therefor, if such building, at the date of such application, shall be entitled 
thereto. 

Sec. 27. If any building hereafter constructed as, or altered into, a tenement house 
be occupied in whole or in part for human habitation in violation of section 26, during 
such unlawful occupation no rent shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of such 
premises for such period, and no action or special proceedings shall be maintained 
therefor. 

Sec. 28. Nothing in this act shall be construed to abrogate or impair the powers of a 
local department of health, the fire department, or of the courts or any other lawful 
authority, to enforce any provisions of any city charter or building ordinances and 
regulations not inconsistent with this act, or to prevent or punish violations thereof. 

Sec. 29. It shall be the duty of every inspector of buildings, fire marshal, or other 
person authorized to issue building permits, by whatever name known, to enforce the 
provisions of this act and to report all violations thereof to the proper prosecuting 
officer. 

Sec. 30. Every owner or lessee of land, and every builder or architect who shall 
authorize, make, or approve any construction or alteration of any building in violation 
of the provisions of this act, shall be fined not less than |25 nor more than $500, and 
if any violation of any of said provisions remains uncorrected the violator shall be 
subject to a renewal of the foregoing penalty every 30 days until the violation is 
corrected. 

Sec. 31. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of labor statistics to collect, keep on 
file in his office, and at his discretion publish data to be furnished by the officers 
charged in the several cities and boroughs with the execution of this act, showing the 
number of tenement houses for which permits have been asked, the number of plans 
approved, disapproved, and modified, and any other facts concerning the operation of 
the law. The records and files of said officers shall at all times be open to the commis- 
sioner of labor statistics for the purposes provided herein. Printed copies of this act 
and blank forms needed to carry out the provisions of this section and of section 26 of 
this act shall be supplied to the building inspectors of the several cities and boroughs 
by the commissioner of the bureau of labor statistics. 

Sec. 32. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Common Drinking Cup — Use of — Regulation State Board op Health Adopted 

October 25, 1911. 

It shall be unlawful on and after January 1, 1912, to provide a common drinking cup 
in or upon the premises of any public building, hotel, restaurant, theater, public hall, 
schoolhouse, or store, and in any public park, street, railroad station, railroad car, 
or steamboat. 



